FIRST Robotics 

History
FIRST is a non-profit organization founded in 1989 by Dean Kaman to inspire young people's interest and participation in science and technology (FIRST: For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology). The FIRST Robotics Competition has grown from 28 teams in 1989 to more than 1,680 teams in 2009. 

The mission of FIRST is to inspire young people to be science and technology leaders, by engaging them in exciting mentor-based programs that build science, engineering and technology skills, that inspire innovation, and that foster well-rounded life capabilities including self-confidence, communication, and leadership. 

FIRST Robotics Competition

The FIRST Robotics Competition challenges teams of young people and their mentors to solve a common problem in a six-week timeframe using a standard "kit of parts" and a common set of rules. Teams build robots from the parts and enter them in competitions. 
FRC participants are eligible to apply for more than $9.5 million in scholarships from leading universities, colleges, and companies. In addition, interest in internship and employment opportunities with sponsoring companies has increased.
2009 FIRST Robotics Competition Participation:

· More than 37,500 high-school students on 1,680+ teams. 
· Teams from 48 states in the U.S., Brazil, Canada, Chile, Germany, Israel, Mexico, the Netherlands, the Philippines, Turkey, and the U.K. 

· 40 Regional events in the U.S., Canada, and Israel; seven District competitions and one State Championship in Michigan 

· Championship held at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta, GA, April 17-19, 2008 

· Robots are built in 6 weeks from a common kit of parts provided by FIRST, and weigh up to 120 lbs. (excluding battery and bumpers)

Outcomes

Research has shown that FIRST has significantly improved students’ attitudes about math and science and has fostered a culture of teamwork, leadership, and self-confidence.
FIRST Robotics participants are:
· More than 3 times as likely to major specifically in engineering. 

· Roughly 10 times as likely to have had an apprenticeship, internship, or co-op job in their freshman year. 

· Significantly more likely to expect to achieve a post graduate degree. 

· More than twice as likely to expect to pursue a career in science and technology. 

· Nearly 4 times as likely to expect to pursue a career specifically in engineering. 

· More than twice as likely to volunteer in their communities.
